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those in the clause at § 401.14(a), unless
made by the head of the agency, shall
be appealable by the contractor to an
agency official at a level above the per-
son who made the determination. This
appeal shall be subject to the proce-
dures applicable to appeals under
§ 401.11 of this part.

§ 401.16 Electronic filing.
Unless otherwise requested or di-

rected by the agency,
(a) The written report required in

(c)(1) of the standard clause in
§ 401.14(a) may be electronically filed;

(b) The written election required in
(c)(2) of the standard clause in
§ 401.14(a) may be electronically filed;
and

(c) The close-out report in (f)(1) and
the information identified in (f)(2) and
(f)(3) of § 401.5 may be electronically
filed.

[60 FR 41812, Aug. 14, 1995]

§ 401.17 Submissions and inquiries.
All submissions or inquiries should

be directed to Director, Technology
Competitiveness Staff, Office of Tech-
nology Policy, Technology Administra-
tion, telephone number 202–482–2100,
Room H4418, U.S. Department of Com-
merce, Washington, DC 20230.

[60 FR 41812, Aug. 14, 1995]
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AUTHORITY: 35 U.S.C. 206 and the delegation
of authority by the Secretary of Commerce

to the Assistant Secretary of Commerce for
Technology Policy at sec. 3(g) of DOO 10–18.

SOURCE: 50 FR 9802, Mar. 12, 1985, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 404.1 Scope of part.
This part prescribes the terms, condi-

tions, and procedures upon which a fed-
erally owned invention, other than an
invention in the custody of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority, may be li-
censed. It supersedes the regulations at
41 CFR Subpart 101–4.1. This part does
not affect licenses which (a) were in ef-
fect prior to July 1, 1981; (b) may exist
at the time of the Government’s acqui-
sition of title to the invention, includ-
ing those resulting from the allocation
of rights to inventions made under
Government research and development
contracts; (c) are the result of an au-
thorized exchange of rights in the set-
tlement of patent disputes; or (d) are
otherwise authorized by law or treaty.

§ 404.2 Policy and objective.
It is the policy and objective of this

subpart to use the patent system to
promote the utilization of inventions
arising from federally supported re-
search or development.

§ 404.3 Definitions.
(a) Federally owned invention means

an invention, plant, or design which is
covered by a patent, or patent applica-
tion in the United States, or a patent,
patent application, plant variety pro-
tection, or other form of protection, in
a foreign country, title to which has
been assigned to or otherwise vested in
the United States Government.

(b) Federal agency means an executive
department, military department, Gov-
ernment corporation, or independent
establishment, except the Tennessee
Valley Authority, which has custody of
a federally owned invention.

(c) Small business firm means a small
business concern as defined in section 2
of Pub. L. 85–536 (15 U.S.C. 632) and im-
plementing regulations of the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration.

(d) Practical application means to
manufacture in the case of a composi-
tion or product, to practice in the case
of a process or method, or to operate in
the case of a machine or system; and,
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